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Greeting from the URSI Chairperson

When | started out to write this note, | had
to ask Rita, “Whatdid we do last year,
anyway?” The more | pawed through my
notes, the more | realized how much the
Department has been building the founda-
tion for exciting changes.

The numbers are good. Our enrollments
are up. We have seen steady growth over
. _ the last several years, in all areas (gen ed,
Dr. Tny Filipovitch undergrad, and grad). Our course enroll-

ment and majors are up; we now admit
about 25 grad students a year, and about 18 undergrads ea
year. But we continue to place 90% of our graduate majors
in the eld (or further study) and 75% of our undergrads Our
course evaluations are above the University-norm, and we do 1(
20 community-based projects each year. We also received abo
$120,000 in grants and $25,000 in contributions last year.

Last Spring, George Latimer and Craig Waldron vikeesite
visitors for our program review, which we do evéryears. It was
an exciting process, and they gave us good ad¥io®ong their
recommendations were that the Institute shouldidengjoing
for national accreditation (probably from NASPAAr tity man-
agement, rst; and then AICP for planning), andttwa should
seriously explore offering a doctoral program. Maaild require
long-range planning and is far from certain, buthase begun
initial conversations with Public Administration.

Whenyou come to visit us (please do—we are always look-
ing for “real world” guest speakers for our classes and, besides
we just miss your faces), you'll see some changes in our spact
We created additional of ces, so most of the faculty are in the
of ce suite, or across the hall—you should see what Jan ha:
done to Roger’s “cave.” In the process, Rita gai furniture,
selected byer for her needs. She looks like the captain of 747,
surrounded by all that technology.

But even if you don't visit us in person, you can still “drop
in.” URSI has moved into the digital age. By the time you get
this, our website will have been updated—all of our syllabi will
be online, a number of new initiatives will have a home there,
and the website will serve as “information central” for URSI’s
outreach activities. We also have a server that hosts digital im
ages of many of our slides. You can view them at http://aytch
mnsu.edul/.

Continued on page 2
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Greetings - Continued from page 1

We are also re-casting our faculty. Raymond has settled ir
as our environmental planner, and his “Environmental Plan-
ning” and “Sustainable Communities” courses are a hit. Beth
Wielde completed her rst year as a pre-doctoral fellow in the
department—she has been teaching a gen ed course on urbi
design and history, as well as Historical Preservation and Down-
town Redevelopment. We are hoping to convert her position
into a regular, full-time slot. Beth and Raymond have been en-
couraging us to develop a more global outlook in the program
(Raymond is workingon some grants to bring international stu-
dents here, and to get our students to Ghana).

And, speaking of grants...URSI continues to win the HUD
Fellowships. This year our grant was ranked the highest in the
nation. This year’s fellows are Angel Pate (Southern University
of New Orleans), Leslie Chiemielewski (St Cloud State Univer-
sity), and John Considine (Minnesota State Mankato).

Over the summer, URSI and Region IX signed an agreemen
with the State of Minnesota to take over the Local Planning As-
sistance Center (the Center was not included in the Governor
budget proposal). We will be making the books and reports of
the Center available through Minnesota State Mankato’s library,
and jointly will be providing technical assistance to communi-
ties throughout Greater Minnesota. Look at the website, linked
to URSI's website.

It was a good year for me, personally, too. The University
honored me with the Claire E. Faust Public Service Award this
Fall, and the Department honored me by voting me a seconc
term as"Chair. | published an article, “Assessing the scal im-
pact of local development: A SurveylCSC Research Quar-
terly, 2004, 114), 27-34, and had several other manuscripts ac-
cepted for publication soon.

Keep us in mind in the coming year. Not only aeelaoking
for guests in our classrooms, we are always loofangnterest-
ing community-based projects and internship andl@mgent
opportunities for our students. And, as you ate,abmember us
in your giving plans. It is your gifts to the litate that have en-
abled us to send students to regional and nattmmdiérences, to
provide scholarships and awards to our high-aamiestudents,
and to provide seed money to the faculty for neseaech and
service initiatives.

Tony Filipovitch,
Institute Director




Sta Updates

David Laverny-
Rafter has been on
sabbatical during the
2005-2006 academic
year. During this time,
he will be researching
and analyzing the im-
pact of the Hiawatha
Light Rail Transit
David Laverny-Rafter(LRT) route in Min-
neapolis. Speci cally, he will be examining
how LRT has changed travel behavior among
residents living within 1/2 mile of each of the
major LRT stations. The study will also docu-
ment whether LRT had promoted more transit,
bicycle, and pedestrian trips and why. In
addition, Dr. Laverny-Rafter has been granted
a Fulbright Senior Scholar award and in May,
2006 hopes to visit Ireland and conduct com-
parative research of LRT planning in Ireland
and U.S.

Over the last two years, Professor Laverny-
Rafter has focused his research and teaching
on sustainability planning and made a presen-
tation at the 2004 MnAPA conference and will
present a paper at the international American
Evaluation Association conference in Toronto
on evaluation sustainability plans.
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New Orleans Devastation:

An URSI Student’s Home City Experience
by Angel Pate, URSI graduate student

| was born and raised half of my life in
New Orleans. My parents divorced when |
was eleven, and did notreturn to New Or-
leans until | was twenty-six. | had a chaice,
stay in Texas or go back home to New Or-
leans; | returned home.

There is no other city like New Orleans; it
is rich with culture and heritage. Itsis nick-
named “the Big Easy”, because'it'has a laid
back easy rhythm to it. People are friendly,
hospitable, and fun. Nobody really takes any-
thing too seriously, and itis all about socialgzin
and gathering. That is why it is so dif cult top@ain this tragedy.

When the city was told to evacuate on the weekeifat® the storm
hit, the warnings were unlike any other hurricarzenings we have
ever received. The mayor and city of cials wergisg things like,
“Get the hell out of this city,” “You would be amta fool to stay,” and
“If you stay go get an axand a pick, so that yau chop yourself out
of your attic.”

We get hurricane warnings every summer, but this time it was.un-
usual. The predictions wereraccurate, saying the city would ood anc
levees would be breached. They were right. The media covered the
stories of those people who either could not evacuate because they
lacked transportation, or those who just did not believe it would get
so bad. My mother and | evacuated to her home city of Beaumont,
Texas (where the 2nd hurricane hit, RITA). My sister who lived in
one of the hardest hit areas (Lower Ninth Ward) and my father who
lived on the West Bank decided to stay behind and weather the storn
My father was okay. My sister, on the other hand, was not. The le-
vee broke in her area rst and on the morning of the storm. She con-
tacted us via cell phone and said the water was up to the top step on
the second level of her two story home, then her cell phone died. We
thought she was going to drown until she called us two days later ani
told us a boat came by and rescued her and she was with the evacue
at the New Orleans Con-
vention Center. My family
is okay, everyone just went
through a terrible ordeal,
not knowing how much
damage our homes received
until recently. My home
_ Lo underwent 3 to 4 feet of
Student Angel Pate stands nextto ~ 00d waters, my sister's
homes damaged in Hurricane Katrina.home received 20 ft., and
The marks on the garage lie near the my parent’s home only
high water level. received wind damage.

Continued on page 7
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